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Grounds Maintenance Equipment
                                          						         	      REF EPP0061

1- About EPP 
EPP has over 13 years' experience providing successful frameworks for Public Authorities across the UK.
We let and manage a number of simple and easy to use National Framework agreements that can be accessed by any UK Public Authority, from Land's End to John o' Groats, Lowestoft to Belleek! Please see the Contract Details Notice for a full list of who can use this framework.

2- [bookmark: _Hlk176894384]Overview
	Framework Reference & Name:

	EPP0061 Grounds Maintenance Equipment


	Start Date:


	1 January 2026


	Expiry Date:


	31 December 2029


	Call-off periods:

Legislation procured under:


	Contracting Authorities can specify a contract period up to 4 years, based on their needs. 

Procurement Act 2023 (PA23)



	Potential maximum value:
	£4,000,000 excl. VAT.

	
Rebate:


	1.5% paid by supplier to EPP

	Contracting authorities that may use the framework:

	Public Authorities (as defined at Section 2 of the Procurement Act 2023)


	Geographical Coverage:

	National

	
UK7 Contract Details Notice:
	Grounds Maintenance Equipment and Associated Services Framework



3- Framework Scope

The scope of the framework includes, but is not limited to equipment such as:

•	Agricultural equipment (hand-held or/and small)
•	Agricultural equipment (medium-large)
•	Ground Maintenance equipment (hand-held or/and small)
•	Ground Maintenance equipment (medium-large)
•	Second hand equipment
•	Spare Parts and associated equipment for all above
•	Pre-sales
o	Consultancy/demonstrations 
•	After Sales
o	Equipment use training
o	Delivery of equipment
o	Servicing of equipment
o	Repair and Maintenance packages 
o	End of life recycling/disposal/trade in

4- Why use This Agreement?
· [bookmark: _Hlk176252829]Removes the need for a separate above threshold / FTS procurement process thereby significantly reducing timescales.
· Simple and easy to use. 
· Pre-agreed terms and conditions.
· Market leading suppliers have been assessed for their financial stability, professional and technical capability and experience.
· Limited number of suppliers to simplify your selection process.
· This framework is free for Public Authorities to use and offers national coverage.

5- Background to the Procurement 

How EPP established the framework

· EPP has established the terms and conditions which will apply to any call-off arrangements by Public Authorities during the period of the framework.  
· A formal notice inviting suppliers to respond to this framework agreement was published in Find a Tender Service (or FTS).
· The procurement process adopted by EPP was based upon the open tendering procedure as detailed in the Procurement Act 2023 (PA23)
· A detailed and thorough evaluation of the tenders that were submitted was completed by officers of EPP and end users.  The objective of the framework was not to promote one single preferred supplier but instead to offer a range of service solutions from a number of leading suppliers in the marketplace.

Evaluation Scheme for the framework

The framework spaces were awarded based on 100% Quality including 10% Social Value, taking into consideration the criteria in section 7. 

Procurement Specific Questionnaire (PSQ) were reviewed and all suppliers met minimum levels of suitability.

Commercial/Price criteria were not evaluated. 

Quality Criteria was evaluated by a panel formed of end users of the framework. 

6- How to use This Framework

Public Authorities will NOT be permitted to Direct Award under this framework. Call-offs will require for Public Authorities to conduct a mini competition for their individual requirements. Contracts are not exclusive; therefore, award to more than one supplier is permitted.

Mini-Competition

Mini-competitions must be carried out for ad-hoc requirements or for ongoing call-off contracts. The maximum period for Public Authorities who may wish to call-off from the framework is 4 years.

Public Authorities will be required to invite all Suppliers in the framework to mini competitions that are able to service their area. It is advised to give notice to Suppliers in advance of posting opportunities so they can be prepared.

Public Authorities should use their own mini-competition templates and e-tendering systems.

All documentation must include the reference number for this framework agreement.

Public Authorities carrying out mini-competitions must refer to the Procurement Act 2023 if considering making variations to the call-off terms and conditions. Any variations required must be added to the Variation section of the Call-off Order Form. 

The call-off contract terms may not adequately  cover servicing, repair and maintenance packages and trade-ins for example; so the terms will need to be supplemented during a call-off or be requested from the suppliers as part of the supplementary tender.

Once the Public Authority has evaluated the further competition, an award notification must be sent to all relevant suppliers and Procurement Act 2023 rules regarding transparency notices must be followed. Please note that Public Authorities are responsible for the publication of any required Contract Details Notice, EPP do not do this.

General

Public Authorities may use their own or the BDC Call-off Order Form template for both ad-hoc requirements or an ongoing call-off contract.

The Framework Agreement and Call-off Terms and Conditions will apply to all purchases irrespective of their origin, and they must all include the reference number for this framework agreement.

A breakdown of the specific Quality criteria used for the framework can be found in section 7 of this document. However, Public Authorities may apply weightings that meet their needs for Mini-competition. 

[bookmark: _Hlk155790577]Public Authorities wishing to utilise this framework must advise EPP before undertaking a Mini Competition by completing an EPP Framework Access Request – Fill in form.

A copy of the Framework Agreement, Call-Off terms and conditions and order form are available on request upon completion of the above.

Once an award has been made, Public Authorities must then complete the EPP Framework Award Notification – Fill in form.

7- [bookmark: _Hlk176894761]Framework evaluation criteria
Below is the detailed criteria used for evaluating the Framework responses:

	Criteria / Sub Criteria
	Marks
	Weightings 

	Quality - as per sub-criteria below
	
	100%

	Coverage and Scope 
	/5
	30%

	Quality considerations
	/5
	25%

	Environmental considerations
	/5
	20%

	Changes in legislation and Innovation
	/5
	15%

	Social Value 
	/5
	10%

	Management information and Performance Management
	Pass / Fail



8- Due Diligence

An assessment of economic standing was carried out on all Tenderers selected for appointment to the framework based on copies of the last three Financial Years of full company accounts. 

All suppliers passed the PSQ element of the procurement process.
 
Framework suppliers must hold the following insurances as a minimum:

· Employer’s (Compulsory) Liability Insurance = £10 million (any one occurrence)
· Public Liability Insurance = £5 million (any one occurrence)
· Product Liability Insurance = £5 million (any one occurrence and in the aggregate)

In order to retain a place in the framework, suppliers must provide reports and evidence to demonstrate continuing compliance.

Furthermore, they must provide EPP with a Report of escalated Customer complaints twice a year in April and October.

[bookmark: _Hlk176252651]Although EPP has carried out its own due diligence of the Suppliers on this Framework prior to award, Public Authorities are responsible for ensuring that its own due diligence requirements are met, including that Suppliers hold the insurances required by the Public Authorities for their individual call-off contracts. Public Authorities must carry out any due diligence and financial checks at the Call-Off stage if deemed necessary to meet own requirements and internal governance. 

9- Suppliers, Contact Details and Coverage
	Supplier
	Scope
	Coverage

	Ernest Doe & Sons Limited
Contact details:
Stuart Paterson | Pro Groundcare Area Sales Manager Tenders
Tel: 01692 405121, Ext: 2109  
Mob: 07765 898433
Email: stuartpaterson@ernestdoe.com
Web: www.ernestdoe.com 

	Full framework scope 
	London
East of England
Southeast England
East Midlands
Yorkshire & Humber

	P Tuckwell Limited
Contact details:
James Gibbon | Group Sales Manager
Tel: 07554 456359
Email: jgibbon@tuckwells.com 
Web: www.tuckwells.com 
 
	Full framework scope
	London
East of England
Southeast England


	Reesink UK Ltd 
Contact details:
Adam Thomas | Assistant Manager
Tel: 01480 226957
Email: tenders@reesinkturfcare.co.uk  
Web:  www.reesinkturfcare.co.uk 


	Agricultural equipment (medium and large)
Ground care equipment (small to large)
Second hand equipment
	National

	Wildwood Machinery Limited
Contact details:
James Bastian 
Wildwood Machinery
Tel: 023 8069 7070 or 07733261752
Email: james@wildwoodmachinery.com 
Web: www.wildwoodmachinery.com 
 
	Full framework scope
	London
East of England
Southeast England
East Midlands
Southwest England
East Midlands
West Midlands Wales



10- Pricing 

This is not a priced framework.

11- Ordering and Managing call-off Contracts

E-Procurement and Ordering
All Suppliers have the capacity to accept Purchase Orders electronically. A Supplier awarded a contract will be required to provide at a minimum an e-mail account for the receipt of orders and an electronic catalogue or access to a “punch-out” facility for use with a range of P2P solutions.  
Some Public Authorities may use the latest version of UNSPSC (Universal Standard Product and Services Classification), to classify ordered products for management information purposes.  Suppliers will be able to code their products to UNSPSC to conform to this requirement upon request
[bookmark: _Hlk145580233]Options for placing Purchase Orders

The method of placing purchase orders will vary from Customer to Customer:

· Customers may use P2P systems.

· Should customers prefer to order through the Supplier’s websites, the Suppliers will ensure that mapping is put in place so that the order links back to this framework agreement, ensuring Customers have access to the pricing agreed.

Contract Management

For Framework and Call off Contract Management, please refer to the framework agreement (available on completion of Appendix A).

12- Contractual Structure 

Public Authorities wishing to procure using the framework will enter into a contract for the supply of Grounds Maintenance Equipment based on the pre agreed terms and conditions of contract.

Whilst these pre-agreed terms and conditions may be amended by Public Authorities conducting a further competition; any such amendments must not vary substantially from the original terms agreed and must be communicated to suppliers on the framework at the start of the further competition process, i.e. when the Invitation to Tender is issued.

It is anticipated that day to day transactions (including undertaking further competitions, the appointment of suppliers and delivery of and payment for supplies) will be conducted directly between customer and supplier.

The contract structure diagram shown in Fig.1 illustrates the relationship between parties to the arrangement.
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If You Require Further Information:

	 
	E: Email us at epp@essex.gov.uk

	
	

	
	 T: Call us on 01376 551414 and ask for Procurement

	 
	
 W: Visit our website at https://www.ephframeworks.org/



Public Authorities having any difficulties with contracts placed under this Agreement which cannot be solved simply, should contact us for assistance.
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